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Background®
This proceeding presents the Functional Model developed by the Root Server System (RSS) Governance

Working Group (GWG) in response to Root Server System Advisory Committee (RSSAC) advice. The document
describes the RSS Governance Structure and provides recommendations on how to implement it. The
document also introduces the governance principles that will ensure consistency in execution and decision-
making.

Documents
e The Root Server System Governance Structure (PDF, 482.54 KB)

Related RySG comments
e RySG comment on Evolving the Governance of the Root Server System (9 August 2019)

Registries Stakeholder Group (RySG) comment

The Registries Stakeholder Group welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Functional
model for Root Server Governance and appreciates the work of the Root Server System
(RSS) Governance Working Group.

The RySG is generally supportive of the proposed Root Server Governance Structure. We
view this as an important step in the evolution of the Root Server System towards a
governance structure that is transparent and accountable to the broader community. The
RySG offers the following comments:

¢ Introduce limits on the number of representatives to Council from each organization.
This is a practice utilised by the GNSO, as prescribed by the Art. 11.3(e) of the ICANN
Bylaws, to avoid capture or the perception of capture of its Council. Given the
overlap of gTLD, and ccTLD operators, it may make sense for the Root Server System
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Council to have similar rules in place. This should be implemented at the start of the
Initiation Phase.

Funding.

The Initial Phase should include a milestone to establish some preliminary financial
oversight policies and transparency requirements for financial activities. These
preliminary policies can then be refined in the Establishment Phase as a separate
milestone. We encourage ICANN and the community to proactively identify
sustainable sources of funding. Identifying stable funding and implementing policies
to ensure oversight and transparency will help instill community confidence.

Relationship with ICANN and Community.

The RySG supports Milestone 11 of the Establishment Phase, to define and
memorialize the relationships between the Governance System, RSSAC and ICANN,
to the extent such relationships will exist. The RySG recalls the model described in
RSSAC037 and would appreciate a discussion of how the model under development
aligns or not with that proposal. The RySG would suggest moving Milestone 11 from
the Establishment Phase to the Initial Phase.



https://itp.cdn.icann.org/en/files/root-server-system-advisory-committee-rssac-publications/rssac-037-15jun18-en-15-06-2018-en.pdf

